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1. ON JUNE 24 THE NATIONAL GRAIN BOARD (NGB) SOLD PAGNAN, AN 
ITALIAN FIRM (THROUGH AZERTUM, THEIR REPRESENTATIVE IN ARGENTINA), 
150,000 TONS OF WHEAT AT 127-128 DOLLARS PER TON, DELIVERY DATES 
JULY-NOVEMBER. 

2. APPROXIMATELY 3 WEEKS LATER A CGT REP WHO IS ALSO A MEMBER 
OF NGB'S BOARD OF DIRECTORS CLAIMED THIS SALE WAS SUSPECTED TO 
BE ILLEGAL SINCE IT WAS CONCLUDED BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
NGB AND THE IMPORTER AND THE NGB DID NOT CALL FOR BIDS AS IT 
ALWAYS DOES AND IS OBLIGED TO DO. HE ALSO CLAIMED THE AMOUNT 
OF THIS SALE, AT THE PRESENT TIME, COULD REDUCE ARGENTINE WHEAT 
STOCKS TO 350,000 TONS, A DANGEROUSLY LOW LEVEL. THIS STATEMENT 
WAS PUBLISHED IN THE NEWSPAPERS. THE FOLLOWING DAY IN A PRESS 
CONFERENCE, PRESIDENT DUCHINI OF THE NGB STATED THAT THE SALE 
WAS MADE WITHOUT BIDS UNDER DIRECT INSTRUCTIONS OF THE 
MINISTRY OF ECONOMY. REGARDING WHEAT STOCKS, DUCHINI SAID 
THAT EVEN AFTER DEDUCTING LATER SALES OF 80,000 TONS 
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ARGENTINE COOPERATIVES, HE ESTIMATED THAT ARGENTINA HAS 
MORE THAN 800,000 TONS OF WHEAT IN STOCK. 

3. ON JULY 24 A LABOR LEADER FROM NGB DELIVERED A COPY OF 
THE ACCUSATION TO THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES. DURING A MEETING 
WITH THE PRESS, THE LABOR LEADER STATED THAT THE MINISTER 

OF ECONOMY ORDERED THE SALE BECAUSE THE COUNTRY "IS IN NEED 
OF MONEY", ADDING LATER THAT THE MINISTER'S DECISION SUR- 
PRISED HIM SINCE IT WAS ARRANGED THAT PAYMENT OF THE GRAIN 
WOULD BE MADE IN DECEMBER INSTEAD OF IMMEDIATELY IN CASH. 

THERE IS A SHIP LOADED WITH APPROXIMATELY 2,000 TONS OF WHEAT 
READY TO DEPART AND IN THE EVENT THIS SALE SHOULD BE CANCELLED, 
THE WHEAT WOULD NOT BE RECOVERED, THE LEADER SAID. 

4. COMMENTS: ACCORDING TO JULY 31 NEWSPAPERS, THE NGB WAS 
INTERVENED AND THE PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF THE BOARD RELIEVED 
OF THEIR FUNCTIONS. EMBASSY HAS BEEN INFORMED BY THE PRIVATE 
TRADE THAT THIS IS NOT THE FIRST TIME THAT NGB PRESIDENT 
DUCHINI HAS BEEN BRIBED. A SIMILAR CASE IS SAID TO HAVE HAP- 
PENED WITH A SALE OF GRAIN TO PRC WHEN HE WAS PRESIDENT OF THE 
BOARD IN 1973 BUT WAS NEVER DISCLOSED. 

HILL 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: WHEAT, SALES, ALLEGATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 01 AUG 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975BUENOS05195 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750267-0250 
From: BUENOS AIRES 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750887/aaaacyzz.tel 

Line Count: 83 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 06 OCT 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <06 OCT 2003 by KelleyW0>; APPROVED <07 OCT 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ARGENTINE NATIONAL GRAIN BOARD INTERVENED PASS AGRICULTURE 
TAGS: EPAP, ETRD, AR, IT, NATL GRAIN BOARD 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



